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They Came and Went 


Dedication Week at the Bible House—Hundreds of friends, 
old and new, inspect the new quarters—Why the Society 
moved from Astor Place 


By Francis C. Sriruer 


| Pea E beautiful November days, be- 
ginning Sunday the fifteenth, were 

memorable days for the officers and 
staff of the Bible House. They were dedi- 
cation days in which many hundreds of 
Christian friends visited the building, in- 
spected the six busy floors of the new 
headquarters, and went away enthusias- 
tic about the prospects for the world-gir- 
dling work that has now entered its thir- 
teenth decade. More than three hundred 
were present on Sunday afternoon when 
the formal service of dedication was held. 
President Manson presented as the 
speaker on this memorable occasion Pres- 
ident William Mather Lewis, of Lafayette 
College, who spoke on the subject of “The 
Bible and Modern Problems.” 

On Monday morning almost four hun- 
dred ministers and other friends crowded 
the limited quarters of the new building, 
to hear Professor William Lyon Phelps, 
of Yale University, speak on “Vitality in 
Bible Preaching.” 

On Tuesday afternoon open house was 
held for members, donors, annuitants, 
and friends of the Society, who came in 
large numbers and, after inspecting the 
building, were briefly addressed by the of- 
ficers on the work of the Society. 


3 


Page 4 


On Wednesday and Thursday after- 
noons the house was open to the general 
public; and on Wednesday evening a 
rally of the Christian youth of the metro- 
politan area was held. Headmaster Wil- 
bour Eddy Saunders, of The Peddie 
School, Hightstown, New Jersey, ad- 
dressed the young people on “The Bible 
and the Rising Generation.” 

The specially invited guests on Thurs- 
day afternoon were the officers of mission- 
ary, educational, and philanthropic or- 
ganizations of the city, of whom a goodly 
number were among the visitors. 

A group of Christian leaders among 
the women of the neighborhood were the 
guests of the Society on Friday afternoon. 

They came and went, hundreds of the 
friends of the Bible cause. But their 
brief stay—especially for those hundreds 
who had never inspected the work before 
—inspired and encouraged them; for they 
saw on those six sunny floors the evi- 
dences of a vigorous organization desper- 
ately struggling, with its limited funds, 
to supply the crying need of forty nations 
for that which always proves any nation’s 
greatest blessing—the Word of God. 

At each gathering a word of explana- 
tion was made as to the reasons for moy- 
ing from the old Bible House. The So- 
ciety has moved its headquarters only 
twice in one hundred and fourteen years. 
An event that recurs so seldom is always 
important. It was front page news when, 
in 1853, the Society moved from its first 
Bible House on Nassau Street to Astor 
Place where it had constructed what was 
then one of the great buildings of the 
city, occupying as no other building in 
New York did at that time an entire city 
block, and having better printing ma- 
chinery than any of the twenty newspa- 
pers of the city. It is news today when 
the Society again moves its headquarters 
“uptown” to keep pace with the growing 


city. 
Why did the Society move from Astor 
Place? For four principal reasons: 


First, the grand old red-brick building 
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had served its purpose. It was built pri- 
marily as a manufacturing plant. Four- 
teen years ago the Society discontinued 
its own manufacturing, finding it more 
profitable to have its books printed and 
bound in modern printing establish- 
ments. In the second place, the old Bible 
House, though exceedingly well con- 
structed according to the standards of its 
day, was not fireproof. Although there 
was never a fire during the eighty-three 
years of occupancy at Astor Place, the 


DEDICATION-DAY PARTICIPANTS 


F. H. Mann, Dr. R. W. Searle, Prof. J. H. Raven 
President W. M. Lewis, President Manson 


Standing: 
Seated: 


valuable collection of printed Scriptures 
and paintings of the Presidents and Sec- 
retaries were never safe. The third rea- 
son for the move was that, with the 
march of business farther uptown, the 


old Bible House was inaccessible to the - 


friends of the Society. 
son was that in the old location there 
had ceased to be any opportunity to give 
publicity to the great work which the So- 
ciety is doing. 

If then a move was necessary, why did 


The fourth rea-— 


| 


the Society pick the new location where! 
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it did? Again, four reasons: First, be- 
cause after looking at more than one hun- 
dred buildings over a period of three 
years prior to the purchase, no other 
building had been found that met all the 
requirements that were lacking at Astor 
Place. Second, because the new site is 
one where the Society can make people 
conscious of what it is doing. The corner 
of Park Avenue and 57th Street is re- 
puted to be one of the busiest corners in 
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the city. A third reason is that the Man- 
agers believe that the present location is 
in a Stable neighborhood from which they 
will not have to move again for many dec- 
ades. And, finally, when the new Bible 
House was purchased, it could be bought 
at a price the Society could afford to pay. 
Its cost will eventually be met by the sale 
of the Astor Place building. Not one cent 
goes for its purchase from the funds given 
for the distribution of the Scriptures. 


Great Sayings 


The limits of our columns prevent our reporting the addresses 

made by the guest speakers of Dedication week. We are 

happy to give some of the striking sentences, however, from 
each of the speeches 


ROM the dedicatory address of President 
William Mather Lewis we select these 
paragraphs: 


“Well may we question today the value of 
many beautiful buildings; well may we point 
out that many amazingly efficient machines 
have made men their slaves. But no such 
shadow crosses our path as we participate in 
the dedication of this building, which will be 
in a large measure a factor in the dissemination 


of Bible truth.” 
| 


“Facing the power and the influence of that 
book, one finds words totally inadequate to pic- 
ture its place in the affairs of mankind. It is 
the feeling which comes when one gazes into the 
Grand Canyon or upon the snow-clad peak of 
the Matterhorn. When one considers the uni- 
versality of its distribution, he realizes as never 
before that the vitality of this work exceeds 
that of any other book ever printed. That this 
new home of the Bible Society is to house in its 
library Scriptures in 639 languages and dia- 


lects; that last year the Society issued seven 
million and a half Bibles, Testaments, and por- 
tions of the Scriptures in many languages; that 
over the years, in the former headquarters, 
they have printed 76,000,000 volumes,—all this 
is overwhelmingly impressive. And, this, mind 
you, four hundred years after the first complete 
English Bible came from the press.” 
| 

“The circulation of a best seller is measured 
by the hundreds of thousands. The publishers 
of “Gone with the Wind” announce with pride 
that nearly a quarter of a million copies were 
printed the first month. But, when the total is 
reached, it will be found that the Bible, begin- 
ning with the fifth century of its circulation, 
still will outrank it as a best seller over an 
equal period of sale. Why this amazing record? 
Why, in an era which we sometimes feel is de- 
voted to materialism, does the demand for this 
book continue constant? Clearly, it is because 
of the fact that the Bible has the only com- 
pletely satisfactory answer to the problems of 
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our times that one can find; that it touches hu- 
man need in the twentieth century just as un- 
erringly as it did in the sixteenth.” 
5 

“On the frozen barrier of the Antarctic, in 
remote Siberian villages, at this very hour, soli- 
tary men are gaining fortitude and inspiration 
as they read some passage from the inspired 
word.” 


| 
“What a catastrophe it would be to the world 
if every Bible were suddenly destroyed cannot 
even be imagined. Calvin Coolidge once well 
said, ‘The foundations of society and our gov- 
ernment rest so much on the teachings of the 
Bible, that it would be difficult to support them 
if faith in these teachings should cease to be 
practically universal in our country.’ ” 
| 
“When God set the world going, he hid here, 
there, and everywhere, great prizes to be sought 
out by his children, just as parents hide Easter 
eggs, or young people arrange treasure hunts. 
From time to time, through the centuries, these 
treasures are found in the fastnesses of the 
eternal hills, in the fumes of a laboratory, in 
the study of a poet, and most of all, between the 
covers of the Bible.” 
| 
“The Bible champions the authority of abil- 
ity. We have tried the authority of force in 
international affairs, and it has proved a 
ghastly failure. We should now search for that 
leadership which has the ability to recognize 
that the Lord requires of us, before peace may 
be established, “to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God.” This is the 
way to peace. This is the answer of the Bible 
to one of the most baffling of our modern prob- 
lems.” 
i 
“One might continue running the gamut of 
human needs and find in the end one great 
source of strength, of peace, of beauty—the 
Bible. And this truth is what makes the dedi- 
cation of this Bible House an occasion of more 
than passing significance; for from this place 
there will flow through the years those influ- 
ences in which lies the hope for an upward 
march of civilization.” 
a 
Professor Phelps lives in New Haven, Con- 
necticut, which is also the home of Mr. John T. 
Manson, the Society’s beloved President. They 
are neighbors and old friends—John and 
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PROFESSOR 
WILLIAM 
LYON 
PHELPS 


“Billy” to each other. 


Mr. Manson as a lay- 
man was a symbol, to Professor Phelps, of the 
important place that laymen play in the work 


of Christian endeavor. Calling attention to 
this and to the fact that the Board of Managers 
of the Society had always consisted entirely of 
laymen, Dr. Phelps began his brilliant address 
with this comment: 

“Whenever I hear business men attacked, I 
always say that ministers don’t build churches 
—they are always built by business men; physi- 
cians never build hospitals—they are always 
built by business men; professors never build 
colleges—they are always built by business 
men. It is just as well, therefore, to wait a 
little before we indulge in vituperation.”’ 

The following quotations are culled from the 
address that followed, and reflect the stimulat- 
ing quality of almost every sentence he ut- 
tered: 

“You know, of course, as most of us Chris- 
tian people do, without any slurs on those who 
are not Christians or on those Christians who 
don’t hold the.same views that we may hold, 
that the Bible is the revelation of Almighty 
God—a revelation of the Supreme Power of 


the universe to individual suffering men and 


women. We also believe that the New Testa- 
ment is the revelation of the divine Son of | 
God, the saviour of the world.” 
i 

“We have in the Bible the most supreme form 
of literature that the world has ever seen; and 
we have in Our Lord the most interesting per- 
sonality that the world has ever known. So. 
that anyone who preaches and bases his preach- | 
ing on the Bible ought to be inspired by the) 
spiritual nature of His ideas. Such a preacher | 
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also has the most exciting, the most romantic, 
the most amazing collection of facts about hu- 
man nature that any literature can show, or 
that any book can show.” 
a 
“Practically all people—of all schools of re- 
ligious thought—are agreed on this point: that 
the King James Version of the Bible is by far 
the greatest work of literature that the world 
has ever seen. There can’t be any doubt about 
that, ® 
B 
“While Shakespeare is the greatest of all 
writers outside of the Bible, the Bible is so 
superior to Shakespeare, from a merely liter- 
ary point of view; so superior to Shakespeare 
in beauty and splendor of poetry, richness of 
prose, in knowledge of human nature, that there 
is no comparison at all. That is generally be- 
lieved today by all shades of people, whether 
they are hostile to religion or not.” 
g 
“That is a very extraordinary fact, that, in 
spite of all the attacks on religion, and what is 
worse, the indifference to it (it is much better 
to have it attacked than to have people not 
care), never, never in the history of the world 
did Jesus Christ, as a person, occupy the posi- 
tion he holds today. He is by far the most in- 
teresting personality that ever lived, not only 
to you and me who have lived with him all our 
lives, but to many people who are not religious 
aa.” 
a 
“If a vote were taken today, a secret ballot 
all over the world, on the question: Who is 
the most important person who ever lived on 
this planet? he would win that vote by a pro- 
digious majority. If there could be found to- 
day a single word that he had uttered that is 
not yet printed, it would be first-page news in 
every paper in the world, and in every town and 
village in the world, and in all nations and 


languages.” 
|_| 


“T am certain of this: that all preaching in 
Christian churches should be about the Bible, 
and about the gospel. I know of nothing more 
fatal to the success of the minister, or the suc- 
cess of the church, than to substitute collective 
effort in any field of economics, or any social 
reform for individual regeneration, for Bible 
preaching. It is absolutely fatal, and it has 

never worked, and never will work.” 
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“The Book of Proverbs is more up-to-date 
than this morning’s newspaper.”’ 
x 
“A man who knows the Bible thoroughly and 
has never been to college has a better education 
than a man who has gone through college and 


graduates with honor and doesn’t know the 
Bible.” 


HEADMASTER 
WILBOUR 
EDDY 
SAUNDERS 


Headmaster Saunders, himself still in early 
middle life, had the happy faculty of iden- 
tifying himself with the young people in his 
audience. The following paragraphs will serve 
to reveal the pertinent wisdom of his remarks: 

“So many times the instruments of religion 
are not up to the instruments which are placed 
in the hands of those who follow other means 
of progress; for instance, the business institu- 
tions of our country; and I am sure that we 
all feel it is fitting and worth while that the 
Bible Society should have a home of such dig- 
nity; for it surely will aid greatly in the effi- 
ciency of its task, which is, of course, in my 
opinion, the greatest task in all the world.” 

1 | 

“T think it is singularly appropriate that, in 
the process of the dedication of this Bible 
House, there should be a special service dedi- 
cated to thought about youth, because this new 
home and this new efficiency is not just for to- 
dave: 
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“If only young people facing personal prob- 
lems would go back and read the Twenty-fifth 
Psalm to see that, three thousand years ago, 
there was one who shared, according to the ex- 
pression of that psalm, practically every per- 
sonal problem that a modern young person has; 
if only they would read Amos and discover 
that even the social adjustments of a modern 
economic order are not new in their problems!” 

a 

“Do the young people of today read the 
Bible? Well,—that question ought to be an- 
swered honestly, and not in the optimism we 
would like to hear. I think I would answer it 
as the Yankee that I am answers most ques- 
tions—by another question. I would say: What 
can you expect with the generation that has 
gone just before them? For, my friends, un- 
less the coming generation read its Bible, in 
America at least, better than my generation 
has, we won’t have what our forefathers gave 
in the perpetuation of the great heritage of the 
Scriptures.” 

@ 

“T hope that out of our school we shall send 
a stream of young men who will know how we 
got our Bible; who will know the historical 
and geographical background and setting for 
its songs and sermons; who will know the 
growth shown in the Bible, and the problems 
that it comes to grips with; and if they do 
that, I have no fear of what any freshman 


course in biology, or geology, or philosophy 
will do to them.” 


| 

“The glory of the Bible is in the fact it lives 
today as it has always lived; and yet, think of 
its age. I heard President Faunce, of Brown, 
in chapel put it in this startling way: He said, 
‘Here is this book,’ and he held up his Bible, 
and went on to give a little bit of the statistics 
concerning the age of the documents in the 
book; and then said, ‘Here is the wonder of 
it: Not one of you would think of looking in 
a book of medicine which was published fifty 
years ago; not one of you would think of using 
a compendium of science fifty years old; not 
one of you would think of taking as authorita- 
tive the statements in a book on psychology 
that was even twenty years old. Mr. Wells’ 
Outline of History had to be revised even be- 
fore it was published. Here is a book which 
remains the standard guide of the world after 
all these centuries.’ ”’ 
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“Psychology may describe you, if that is all 
that you need; but that will never satisfy you. 
What we need about ourselves is not a body of 
facts, but the meaning of those facts. Where 
will you find that meaning except in the Bible?” 


“In the Twenty-ninth Psalm, there is a de- 
scription of a thunder storm. Compare it with 
a description given of the same phenomenon by 
the Weather Bureau. Here is what the 
Twenty-ninth Psalm says: ‘The voice of the 
Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory 
thundereth; the Lord is upon many waters.’ 
The Weather Bureau says: ‘An area of no 
pressure has moved up the coast, and an inch 
of rain has fallen.’ ”’ 

| 

“The Bible is the book of interpretation. It 
begins with, ‘In the beginning God created,’— 
and it ends with an interpretation. If you 
look on the last page of the Book of Revelation, 
you read: ‘Let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely.’ ” 

| 

“The Bible will not lead you away from the 
facts of life, but will lead you to the very, very 
center of them.” 

| | | 


Special Offer 


ANY requests have been received for 
M the complete manuscripts of the ad- 

dresses made during the week of Dedi- 
cation of the new Bible House. The editors 
regret that these are not available. The ex- 
cerpts presented here must suffice. They de- 
serve a wide reading. To all new friends of 
the Society who make a contribution during 
January and thus become a subscriber to the 
REcoRD for the year 1937, we shall be glad to 
send this Dedication number, and continue their 
RECORD through January 1938. If you have 
Bible-loving friends, show them this issue of the 


RECORD and enlist their support for the Ameri- — 


can Bible Society. Does your pastor receive the 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD? Why not see that he 
does? Do the teachers in your Bible school 
have access to this monthly record of the Bible | 
in action? <A contribution of one dollar to the | 
work of the American Bible Society this month 
will bring the RECORD, beginning with this spe- 
cial number till February 1938. 


/ 
} 
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A Little Goes a Long Way 


Most gifts in China are small—Consecration and sacrifice make 
many of them possible—Further devotion to the gospel increases 
their value 


By CARLETON LACY 


HE heart of the Bible Society Secretary 
in China is gladdened by little gifts that 


come trickling through the mails. A lit- 
tle goes a long way in distributing the Scrip- 
tures. 

Three dollars in New York or San Francisco 
turns into ten dollars when it gets to Shanghai. 
Ten dollars keeps a colporteur at work for a 
month. In one month he may sell from 300 
to 1,000 Gospel portions. One portion will be 
read by several people, or, if but one member 
of the family reads, he may read or tell the 
gospel story to parents and grandparents and 
brothers and sisters. At any rate, we may 
count on five people getting some fragment of 
the message from each book sold. 

Of course, it costs more than three dollars 
thus to give the gospel to the 1,500 or 5,000 
people whom one colporteur may reach in a 
month. That is only his living wage. He sells 


YY ] 


COLPORTEUR LIU ON THE WAY TO THE MARKET 
PLACE WITH HIS GOSPELS 

the books for half of a Chinese cent each. But 

it costs the Bible Society at least three times 

that much to print it. And the bookseller is 

allowed an eighty-percent commission on his 

sales to meet his travel expense. 


Yet, that commission when properly invested 
may greatly increase the colporteur’s sales. 
Mr. Liu, at Chinkiang, put his money into a 
book bag and a bicycle. That enabled him to 
carry more books, and to go farther in less 
time. Often he takes his classmates from the 
Bible school with him. They work as a team. 
They sell books and they talk to people in the 
market about Jesus Christ. They visit the 
prisons and preach in the churches. The fol- 
lowing paragraphs come from the diary of Col- 
porteur Liu and show how far a little gift may 
go. 


On boat—Chinkiang to Nanking: 


“While at the Chinkiang wharf waiting for 
the boat to Nanking, one of our volunteer work- 
ers, Brother Gwoh, sold Gospels and preached 
to the people. From the attentive crowd one 
very interested man, a Mr. Swun, bought the 
Gospels and accepted the message of salvation 
as he listened. When the boat came, he gladly 
offered his assistance to Mr. Gwoh, in putting 
all the Gospels, etc., on the boat. Then as they 
went on their way, he joyfully received further 
instruction in the things of God. Upon arrival 
at Nanking, he helped in the unloading and in 
the selling of the Gospels which had awakened 
and quickened his own soul. He also prom- 
ised, in parting, that he would attend services 
in a church in his country place near Nanking. 
He says he had never been interested nor at- 
tended Christian services before.” 


Chinkiang revival: 


“While preaching and selling Gospels on the 
streets of Chinkiang, Brother Liu met a man 
at a street chapel who had heard the gospel 
message a few times, but said he did not under- 
stand it well enough to become really inter- 
ested. He bought a Gospel and asked many 
questions concerning salvation. In the forty- 
five minutes that they talked together, Brother 
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A BUSY MOMENT FOR COLPORTEURS 
LIU AND GWOH 

Liu explained many Scriptures to him and en- 
couraged him to buy the whole Bible. This he 
promised to do later and also to go to church 
services in Nanking where he lives. They then 
knelt together in prayer, and he confessed his 
sins and accepted the Lord Jesus as his Sav- 
10UTa 
On the boat to Gwo-tzo: 

“Brother Wang, our Chinkiang pastor, makes 
a trip to Gwo-tzo every Tuesday for a service 
with a small congregation there. Both going 
and coming, he avails himself of the opportu- 


JANUARY 1937 


nity of preaching and selling Gospels on the 
boat crossing the Yangtze River. Many listen 
earnestly, and often several buy five Gospels 
each. Many of these men are country people 
who have never heard the gospel and have no 
chance to attend services, but they seem glad 
to get the Gospels to read after hearing the 
preaching. 

“One of the boat’s crew—a zealous idol wor- 
shipper—has from time to time taken a real 
interest in Brother Wang’s preaching and talk- 
ing on the boat. He has bought the five differ- 
ent Gospels and is now reading them daily—he 
says. In these last few weeks, he has shown 
even more interest than before, so we are hop- 
ing that he will fully give his heart to Jesus 
when he understands better.” 


In Gwo-tzo: 


“Several people who bought and constantly 
used the Gospel portions, have now bought the 
whole Bible. We praise God for this advance 
step, and claim his rich blessing upon the 
Word.” 

Indeed, a little goes a long way in this vast 
country, where money is scarce, but eagerness 
to know the gospel is spreading, and desire to 
live by it is changing many lives. 


The Advisory Council—1936 


Eighteenth annual session—First in the New Bible House—W hy thev 
came—W ho they were—W hat they said 


national gatherings in the United 

States is the annual meeting of the 
Advisory Council of the American Bible So- 
ciety. The Council is comprised of representa- 
tives of the Christian bodies of the United 
States whose general organizations endorse the 
work of the American Bible Society and share 
in its support. The Council cooperates with 
the Board of Managers in interesting the 
churches which they represent in the work of 
the Society, and counsels with the Board in 
making its plans. 

The eighteenth annual meeting of this Coun- 
cil was held at the Bible House on Wednesday, 
December 2. For most of the members it was 
the first visit to the new Bible House. Rep- 


() NE of the most significant interdenomi- 


resentatives of thirty denominations were pres- 
ent, including for the-first time those from the 
National Baptist Convention, U. 8S. A., and the 
General Eldership of the Churches of God 
in North America. Representatives of six de- 
nominations who had expected to be present 
were at the last moment prevented from at- 
tending. 

Mr. A. Y. Meeker, of the Congregational- 
Christian Churches, was chosen chairman for 
the day; and the opening devotional address 
was given by the representative of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church, Dr. George W. 
Richards, president of the theological seminary 
of that denomination located at Lancaster, Pa. 
His theme was The Missionary Enterprise and 
the Bible. 
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Top row: J. H. Straughn, A. A. Graham, Em. Poppen, John Beebe, F. W. Burnham, H. C. Garber, J. E. 


Skillington, A. Y. Meeker, P. O. Bersell. 
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Middle row: C. A. Kress, E. J. Fleming, M. F. Sanborn, Bishop Davis, R. W. Caskey, F. P. Stocker, H. B. 


Lobb, F. B. Plummer, J. A. MacLean. 


Bottom row: Henry Darlington, Bishop Phillips, Martin Anderson, G. W. Richards, H. C. Alleman, Abner 


Brown, M. C. Swigart, J. L. Hill 


After cordial greetings from Mr. John T. 
Manson, the president of the American Bible 
Society, Secretary Brown gave a brief graphic 
résumé of the general work of the Society. Dr. 
North followed with impressions of the Soci- 
ety’s ministry in the Near East which he has 
just visited, and Secretary Stifler spoke of the 
Society’s ministry to the churches through Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday, stereopticon lectures, leaf- 
lets, exhibits, and other channels. 

The principal business of the morning ses- 
sion was the discussion, led by Secretary Brown, 
of the Society’s support through the churches on 
which the Society depends for one of the major 
items in its income budget. 

After luncheon the Council reconvened to 
hear Treasurer Darlington speak on “Why We 
Moved from Astor Place.” 

At three o’clock the Council went into session 
with the Budget Committee of the Board of 
Managers, reviewing the proposed budget of 
1937 for presentation to the Board of Managers 
on the following day. Before adjourning, the 
Findings Committee expressed itself in the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1. At a largely attended meeting of the Advisory 

Counci! at the American Bible Society head- 

quarters on December 2, 1936, the Council 


unanimously and enthusiastically voted to ap- 
prove the wisdom of the Society in selecting the 


new Bible House at the corner of Park Avenue 
and Fifty-seventh Street. The building is admi- 
rably suited to the needs of the Society, and is a 
credit to the united work of the Christian church. 
Its location on the busiest corner in our metrop- 
olis, if not the busiest in the world, carries out 
the strategy of the great apostle who preached 
from Mars Hill. It will be of interest to all of 
the friends of the Society to know that the build- 
ing is financed by special funds and later by the 
sale of the old Bible House, and that all monies 
contributed to the translation, publication, and 
distribution of the Bible are used exclusively for 
that purpose. 


. The Council greatly appreciates the efficiency of 


the staff of secretaries and other officers who are 
as truly preachers of the gospel as those who 
preach from the pulpit, and who consider their 
work, not as a business, but as a contribution to 
the cause of Christ. 


. It is apparent to all the members of the Advi- 


sory Council that the American Bible Society 
offers one of the greatest opportunities in the 
world today for Christian cooperation. By pub- 
lishing the Scriptures “without note or com- 
ment,” the Society is enabled to render a distinct 
and almost unique service to all communions 
alike. This is particularly true in the service 
that is rendered to the great home and foreign 
missionary work. We are gratified to learn of 
the steps already taken toward cooperation be- 
tween the British and Foreign Bible Society and 
the American Bible Society in several foreign 
countries, and the further cooperation with the 
indigenous churches of these lands. 


es 


Secretary Stifler’s 


artment Lib 
oe 
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4. The Council was greatly impressed during the 


presentations by the various secretaries of the 
immediate urgent need for expansion of the 
work, particularly in South America, Japan, and 
the Near East, as well as urgent needs in our 
own country. In the rapidly changing world 
there is also need for wisdom and forethought 
and provision for changed political conditions 
that suddenly open vast areas to the free distri- 
bution of the Scriptures. 

. In studying the financial resources of the So- 
ciety, it is gratifying to note the generous sup- 
port on the part of several denominations. The 
Committee has observed that those denomina- 
tions which include their gifts to the Society as a 
regular specific or as a definite percent of their 
total missionary gifts are the most generous sup- 
porters of the work. It would seem to us that 
some such regular plan of giving would be more 
effective than the occasional giving by some of 
the denominations at the present time. We heart- 


Denomination 


Sevenineskyy ACKOMEIS) cosgoocasndoncune oan 
National Baptist Convention, U.S. A. ......... 
INGA IRAVNISE cooascaccdocnconooeuoe ue 
SOUCHEL Na DADLIStAD eee Ne Oa teen a eens oe 
ChurchtotethesBrethrenm., serie nner 
GhurchestotaGodmerrraecincat. reer rrr 
Christian and Missionary Alliance .......... 
Conorerationalmande Chirishlanenne rrr ire 
Disciplesmota Christman cee a 
Hvancelicalgands her OGine Ulmerton nie 
Lrg EROVCICL © ccc Arekp Cha daican Gone heared yo CeRenD ICS Sooner eee 
/Nimagretcgia JOU NEEAN ooncosadocoosouussu0eKne 
INU PAVENENTEY IUD MENT, go oo 05 user cen be neanaaaaod 
IN(GIARS CA: ILC oeosco gcc coeesn sen anneee 
Umitedmiratheranweecrtwcs ec tee ery ntie oases ates 
Wieramoarive. CMR o4o000nb0000ebegbuD aD OOS 
INFTTOChIE IDRC Al ooo oacaoonnooeonboonouat 
African Methodist Episcopal -2.............. 
Colored Methodist Episcopal ................ 
PLeemVeHOdIStmemermic a tiers. a ertevaeiasacs cen oe 
IMI OCREI: LEAROUSEMEWMNE eco 6 opa.c-ox. nadine Sen ER oo Goi 


Moravian Church (Northern Province) 
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United Presbyterian 
Protestant Episcopal 
Reformed in America 
Christian Reformed 
United Brethren 
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ily approve and appreciate the letters which have 
been sent by several members of our Advisory 
Council to the leaders of their respective com- 
munions setting forth the needs of the Society 
and urging more liberal support. 


. The Council appreciates the fine literature pro- 


vided for the use of pastors and churches in 
setting forth the wonderful story of the trans- 
lation, publication, and distribution of the Scrip- 
tures, and we urge all our constituent bodies to 
make greater use of this literature. This would 
include the programs for Universal Bible Sun- 
day, Scripture exhibits and exhibit cards, which 
may be loaned without charge to churches or 
church gatherings, and also stereopticon lectures 
and lantern slides. We have learned with appre- 
ciation the plan to enlarge the BIBLE SOCIETY 
RECORD, and we congratulate the Society in se- 
curing the services of Dr. Francis Carr Stifler as 
Editorial Secretary. 


The denominations represented were: 


Representative 


1 ee eee Rev. I. H. Evans, Washington, D. C. 
...Rev. Abner Brown, D.D., New York City 
Rev. Mark F. Sanborn, D.D., Battle Creek, Mich. 
« ree Mr. John L. Hill, Nashville, Tenn. 
Rev. M. C. Swigart, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
....Rev. Hugh B. Lobb, Roaring Spring, Pa. 
Se Rev. A. C. Snead, New York City 
Sateen Mr. Arthur Y. Meeker, Montclair, N. J. 
Rev. F. W. Burnham, LL.D., Richmond, Va. 
....Rev. G. W. Richards, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
5 re Mr. Arlando Marine, New York City 
= ee Rev. Em. Poppen, D.D., Columbus, Ohio 
Rev. P. O. Bersell, D.D., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Rev. Martin Anderson, D.D., Oak Park, III. 
Rev. H. C. Alleman, D.D., Gettysburg, Pa. 
: J eee Rev. H. C. Garber, Mount Joy, Pa. 
Rev. J. E. Skillington, D.D., Bloomsburg, Pa. 
....Bishop Monroe H. Davis, Baltimore, Md. 
ee Bishop C. H. Phillips, Cleveland, Ohio 
Rev. C. Adam Kress, Brooklyn, New York 
Rev. J. H. Straughn, D.D., Baltimore, Md. 
BPS §. Got Rev. F. P. Stocker, Bethlehem, Pa. 
Rev. E. J. Fleming, D.D., Kansas City, Mo. 
Rev. John A. MacLean, D.D., Richmond, Va. 
....Rev. R. Wyley Caskey, White Lake, N. Y. 
Rev. A. A. Graham, D.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
Rev. Henry Darlington, D.D., New York City 
Se cist )5. ic nh PL Rev. T. H. Mackenzie, D.D., Flushing, New York 
+c: Reet Rev. John Beebe, Paterson, N. J. 
Rev. F. B. Plummer, D.D., Hagerstown, Md. 


Representatives of six denominations were prevented from coming: 


Seventh-day Baptist 
Evangelical 
Methodist Episcopal, South 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion 


SU. @ TO UOL-6 na) N6) 10. (91061 18) 6; (6) Faltelisiie Weise efiviiss 6) (6 


9519) 070:20) 16/0) (61 opie) (0, (6:6) 10) 10! 11.6) (ee iel.8i ©. wilene) erie, eit. (v 


a ene ee romeuceute ls eee Matleiret eiie 


Rev. Edgar Van Horn, D.D., Alfred, N. Y. 
Rev. J. W. Thompson, D.D., Williamsport, Pa. 
... Bishop John M. Moore, D.D., Dallas, Tex. 
Bishop L. W. Kyles, D.D., Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Presbyterian, 20:10) Ase see ee Judge Adrian Lyon, Perth Amboy, N. J. 


Cumberland Presbyterian 


Suleael ie) {s, el Onsb ws Mauie? oe: 6) ve, \6/ tela: 6 


7 ee Rev. D. W. Fooks, Nashville, Tenn. 
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Sowing the Seed in the Nile Valley 


Pictures of some of the Society’s colporteurs in Egsypt— 

The map shows the points where these faithful men are 

located —Their strategic missionary significance — They 
need your help 


By Eric M. NortTH 


row ribbon of green stretches southward 
from Cairo to the border of Egypt. Right 

and left are the burning wastes of the desert. 
In the center is the life-giving river—the Nile. 
Here the sun, that other life-giver to Egypt, 
looks down day after day on millions of sturdy 
farmer folk plowing, sowing, cultivating, har- 
vesting—as the season demands—their crops 
of grain and of cotton. Before the doors of the 
mud houses or at the village coffeeshops in the 


oes more than six hundred miles a nar- 


short evening they discuss, as do farmer folk 
the world over, crops, taxes, officials, prices, 
debts, marriages, funerals, and the strange ru- 
mors of city life. 

These millions (and more like them in the 
Delta) are the foundation on which rest the 
fortunes of cotton and grain merchants, the 
success of small traders, the government, the 
police and the army, the whole complicated 
structure of trade, politics, education, and the 
press. The new treaty with Great Britain gives 
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the Egyptians a control over their own life such 
as they have not had for centuries. Democratic 
forms exist in the structure of government; 
but whether there is sufficient general educa- 
tion and religious tolerance to free the masses 
from the power of self-seeking politicians and 
the dangers of civil strife remains to be seen. 
Hitherto the Moslem religious tradition and 
the modern state have not mixed well anywhere 
in the world. Egypt faces a great opportunity 
and great dangers. The critical aspects of her 
situation are magnified by the fact that Egyp- 
tian news and propaganda are broadcast by 
radio to the literate and the illiterate alike who 
frequent the coffeehouses throughout the en- 
tire Near East. 

No one anticipates 
any short and easy an- 
swer to these issues. 
Tolerance does not re- 
place intolerance over- 
nie htieenw red oes 
education in the re- 
sponsibilities of citizens 
take place in a day. 
But some seeds of new 
life in Egypt are 
sprouting — increasing 
literacy, a growing 
sense of national dig- 
nity, the traditions of 
civil service. Of large 
promise is the vigor of 


October 6, 1936. 
Greensburg, Pa. 


From Our Mail Bag 


Dear Friends: Enclosed you will find twenty dol- 
lars to help you in your good and godly work. I wish 
I could send you a thousand dollars for every one I 
have sent you; but you see I am just a poor working 
man. Have been a coal miner all my life, just now 
out of a job. But, thank God, although I am poor, 
I have God’s grace, and only by God’s grace riches 
that the world knows nothing of, even the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ. I thank God that he led me to 
his Blessed Son a few years ago, and will thank him 
throughout the endless ages of eternity. 

God knows I speak the truth and lie not when 1 
say by his grace I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day. May our 
God, who is good, richly bless you in your work with 
the richest blessings of heaven is the prayer of a 
humble servant of him who loved us and died for 
us. I am a Scotchman sixty-four years old. 
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other witness could not be borne. Again and 
again even where no outward sign may be seen, 
ill-will is softened, minds are opened, truth is 
glimpsed. Slowly will come that loosening of 
the centuries of inbred hostility, which will 
make possible the more manifest witness and 
the transformation of life on a wide scale. And 
quite apart from the meaning of such trans- 
formation in the building of the kingdom of 
God on earth, hundreds of thousands of these 
sons and daughters of toil will be finding the 
supreme defense against the daily burdens of 
personal life—new hope, new faith, and peace 
beyond understanding. 

At intervals of some forty miles along this 
long green ribbon are 
stationed fourteen col- 
porteurs of the Society 
—a long line of faith- 
ful men. Indeed, one 
should hardly say “‘sta- 
tioned”; for daily they 
are out afoot or by 
donkey among the hun- 
dreds of villages that 
cluster along the river 
or near it offering the 
Gospels for sale. 
Through their efforts 
nearly forty thousand 
persons every year se- 
cure a copy of the Gos- 
pel. What skill and 


W.N. 
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the evangelical church, 

though small in numbers, in proportion to 
the total population. The unrealized capaci- 
ties of the masses when set free from super- 
stition, from fear, from ignorance, from illiter- 
acy and from hope too long deferred are 
Egypt’s greatest resource. Yet this resource is 
one which requires one thing above all else to 
release it—the power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the human heart. 

Next to the living expression of this gospel 
in a human life there is nothing which so di- 
rectly draws men to Jesus Christ as the printed 
gospel story read or heard from a reader. No 
matter how the witness of the Christians of 
Egypt may be multiplied, the permeation of 
the whole people with the knowledge of the 
gospel story is essential. Bought by the 
friendly, the half-interested, or the merely cu- 
rious, the little books penetrate the walls of 
prejudice and ill-will and find a reading where 


patience is required to 
meet the Moslem who, though enjoined by his 
faith to respect the “Injil’ (Gospel), has 
learned to regard Christianity with hatred, or 
to meet the Coptic Christian, who feels the 
selling of the Scriptures to be a Protestant de- 
vice designed for the destruction of his church! 
Often it is not till the third or fourth approach 
that prejudice is sufficiently overcome for the 
colporteur ‘o secure a real hearing. 

The river of Egypt’s physical life flows rich 
and full through this green ribbon of teeming 
life. but the water of the soul’s life flows 
neither freely nor full. God grant that the 
Society may be able soon to increase the flow 
of the stream of the Gospels among these mil- 
lions of God’s people. 
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Announcing 


Two New Secretaries 


ROME A. BETTS 


A New Associate Secretary 


HE Board of Managers takes pleasure 
in announcing the election of Mr. Rome 
A. Betts to the position of Associate Sec- 
retary of the Society. Mr. Betts has served 
the Society as assistant in the Ways and Means 
department since March 1, 1936. In his new 
capacity he will be responsible for financial 
cultivation, including that of annuities, lega- 
cies, special gifts, and gifts from individuals. 
Mr. Betts is a graduate of Amherst with a 
master’s degree from Columbia. Born in Sum- 
mit, N. J., he taught in the schools of that city 
for seven and a half years, being honored with 
the presidency of the Summit Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation in 1934-35. He is active in work for 
young people in his home town and serves as a 
member of the board of directors of the Y. M. 
Cc. A. there. He is also president of the State 
Association of the Y. M. C. A. of New Jersey, 
and a member of the Boys’ Work Committee of 
the National Council of the Y. M. C. A. 
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REV. WILLIAM H. FONGER 


A New Foreign Agency 
Secretary 


T the December meeting of the Board of 
A Managers, the Reverend William Henry 
Fonger was elected Secretary of the 
Philippines Agency, which he has served as 
Acting Agent since March 1934. Mr. Fonger 
is a native of Ontario and is a member of the 
Disciples of Christ. Moving to this country 
in his boyhood, he was educated in the high 
school and college at Eureka, Illinois, taking 
graduate work at the College of Missions, In- 
dianapolis, Indiana, and at the University of 
Chicago. He served in the Army for a year 
and a half during the war, and, after a brief 
pastorate in the Christian Church at Kansas, 
Illinois, he entered the foreign service of his 
denomination in 1923. He married Leith Cox 
at De Land, Illinois, in 1919. They have one 
son, Burton Luther. Mr. Fonger’s years of 
residence and missionary work in the Philip- 
pines and his genial, winsome personality give 
promise of well-qualified service among a peo- 
ple eagerly wrestling with the issues of their 
emerging national life. 


Page 18 


JANUARY 1937 


The Bible House Staff and Changes in Their Duties 


Associate Secretary General Secretary General Secretary Editorial Secretary Treasurer 
Betts Brown Stifler Darlington 
HE Board of Managers of the American remain unchanged, including printing and pub- 
Bible Society announces important lication, the supervision of depositories and 
Bible Houses, and the financial administration 


changes in the duties of its secretarial 
staff beginning January 1, 1937. 

General Secretary Eric M. North will con- 
tinue the administration of the Society’s For- 
eign Agencies, including visits to their fields, 
direct the translation work of the Society, and 
care for its library of printed Scriptures. 

General Secretary George William Brown 
will take over the administration of the Soci- 
ety’s work in the United States and will retain 
his present responsibilities with the church 
groups and denominations throughout the 
country. 

The duties of Treasurer Gilbert Darlington 


of the Society’s affairs. 

Editorial Secretary Francis Carr Stifler, in 
addition to the editorial supervision of the 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, will be responsible for 
the promotion of Universal Bible Sunday, gen- 
eral publication, and the preparation of leaf- 
lets and pamphlets, the development and dis- 
tribution of exhibits and stereopticon lectures. 
He will also serve as Recording Secretary. 

Associate Secretary Betts will be responsible 
for financial cultivation other than churches, 
including cultivation of annuities, legacies, spe- 
cial gifts, and gifts from individuals. 


A Letter from a Chaplain 


APTAIN HARRY H. GREGORY, chap- 
C plain of a C.C.C. camp in Tennessee, 
writes us of an experience outside of his 
regular line of duty. Although the Scriptures 
granted these camps (to date the grants total 
approximately 170,000) are not expected to be 
used elsewhere, Captain Gregory would have 
failed in his Christian duty had he not heeded 
this call. He writes: 

“My supply of New Testaments is exhausted, 
and there are still requests for more from the 
enrollees. The ones sent have been given out 
according to your instructions. 

“T had an experience last Sunday that will 
perhaps interest you. One of our doctors asked 
me to visit an old lady, who has a cancer in her 
face. I drove from Cades Cove across the 
mountain known as the Saddle. I found the 
old lady after some time. She is very sick, and 
her mind is not normal. A neighbor said she 


had never had a chance, and that I was perhaps 
the first preacher that had ever been in her 
home. All her folks were moonshiners. There 
were four generations there in a two-room 
house. I read the Scripture to them and 
prayed with them. I tried especially to lead 
the old lady to Christ. Maybe I did. I am not 
sure. There was not a Bible in the house. She 
could not read. Her granddaughter promised 
to read to her, and I left one of your New Tes- 
taments for her. There was a fine-looking lad 
who went out to the car to get it for her. He 
was just about the age to enter school. I gave 
him one also for his very own, and urged him 
to learn to read it. These are two Testaments ° 
that did not go to C.C.C. men; but I felt sure 
that you would endorse what I did, and I am 
hoping and praying that these volumes may 
lead a family to Christ. Some day I am going 
back to try again to help them to Christ. 
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discouraging conditions, carried by these unheralded soldiers 
of the cross. 

In Egypt the average yearly salary of one of them would 
amount roughly to $300. That seems little enough to us, in 
this country, whose ears have grown accustomed to hear some- 
what larger sums used when speaking of salaries. Yet, like 
other Christian laborers in that vineyard which is the world, 

it is not earthly treasure which these stalwart spirits 
are interested in. Their concern is in seeking first the 


ON 

FOOT kingdom of God and his righteousness by planting in 
men’s hearts the seed from which that kingdom must 
grow. 


And so, whether the name be 
Lin-shun-ho or Farag Abdalla 
or Manuel Balladares or George 
Perkins, they are all brothers. 
For the colporteur in China is 
exalting the same Lord and Savy- 
iour as are his brothers in Iraq, 
in Paraguay, in the Philippine 
Islands, in our own United 
States. 
ts It is our task here to hold up 
BY WAGON their hands, to 
see that they 
do not fail be- 
cause we have 
failed in our 
share of the 
responsibility. 


IMMEDIATE 
NEED 
$4,670—for paying the 
yearly salaries of fifteen 
colporteurs distributing the 
Scriptures along 550 miles 
of the river Nile with its 
thronging Bibleless thousands. 
(See page 15.) 


HE work of distributing the Scrip- 
tures all over the world is done by 
some hundreds of faithful and de- 
voted men known as colporteurs. Usually, 
these men are natives of the country in which 
they are working, converts to the service of that 
Jesus Christ whose story they are eager to place 
in the hands of their fellow countrymen, that they ~~ 
too may know the truth that sets men free. DONKEY 
Every day, the Good News goes forth in many BACK 
tongues and in many lands, often under the most 
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Editorial Comment 


FTER eighty-one years the 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, 
with this issue, appears in a 
new size. This is not the first 
time this has happened. From 
the appearance of the first is- 
sue in July 1849 until the Janu- 
ary issue of 1856 the RECORD 
took the form of a four-page 
newspaper. Type faces, since 
1856, have changed from time 
to time as improvement has 
been made in the typographical 
art. Pictures were first used 
in the RECORD in 1900. Among 
the reasons for the present 
change are: First, the larger 
page makes possible the use of 
a more readable type; second, 


the RECORD will be better able 


to hold its own among the 
many magazines that find their 
way to our desks and library 
tables. We are unwilling that 
a periodical dedicated to so im- 
portant a matter as the wider 
circulation of the Scriptures 
shall give any suggestion of 
being a mere pamphlet. Third, 
the larger page will admit of 
better use of pictures by which 
we hope, among other things, 
to create a wider interest in 
the work of the Society among 
young people and children. 


WHEN the photographer had 
finished taking the interiors of 
the new Bible House, which 
appear on the middle pages of 
this issue, he remarked, “I 
have never had an experience 
just like this one. Without ex- 
ception all the persons on every 
floor were most agreeable and 
patient while I required them 
to arrange their quarters for 
the picture of their section and 
pose for the exposure.” He 
had been working with Bible- 


loving people. It could not 
have been otherwise. 
e e 


IN the picture labeled “The 
Bible Counter” in the group of 
interiors of the new Bible 
House our readers may get a 
glimpse, above the counter, of 
the beautiful murals which 
were presented to the Society 
by Treasurer Gilbert Darling- 
ton in memory of his father 
and mother—the Right Rever- 
end James Henry Darlington 
and Mrs. Ella Louise Bearns 
Darlington. Every visitor to 
the Bible House is indebted to 
Mr. Darlington for this most 
appropriate background for a 
store that is devoted to the 
single purpose of ‘‘Sowing the 


How to Send Money by Mail 


Your money may be lost if 
you enclose in an ordinary let- 
ter silver coin, bills or postage 
stamps. 


THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF 
THESE FOUR 

1. Register the letter in which 
you send bills or postage stamps. 
Any postmaster will register a 
letter for fifteen cents. 

2. Send the money by Bank 
check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Haupress Com- 
pany’s money order. 

4. Send it by a _ Post-office 
money order. 


Whichever way is chosen, 
address the letter and make the 
check, draft or order payable 
to Gilbert Darlington, Treas- 
urer, Bible House, Park Ave. 
and 57th Street, New York. 
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December Meeting of the 
Board 


HE eighth stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and twenty- 
first year was held at the Bible 
House, Park Avenue and 57th 
Street, New York, on Thursday, 
December 38, 1936, at 3:30 p.m. 

President John T. Manson was 
in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Bishop Herbert Welch. 

The minutes of the seventh 
stated meeting of the Board were 
approved. 

Mr. Duncan Dunbar, being 
present for the first time, was in- 
troduced to the Board. 

Recommendations of the Spe- 
cial Committee on Survey on im- 
portant changes and duties of the 
administrative staff were adopted. 

Mr. Rome A. Betts was elected 
Associate Secretary, effective Jan- 
uary 1, 1937. 

The budget for 1937 as recom- 
mended by the Budget Commit- 
tee, supported by the Advisory 
Council, was presented. Appro- 
priations for the year 1937 were 
adopted, totaling $852,755, not in- 
cluding monies received in for- 
eign fields and there spent. 

Report was made of the eight- 
eenth annual meeting of the Ad- 
visory Council held on December 
2, with representatives from 
thirty denominations present. 
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Telling a Story in Figures 


Budgets are necessary, but often not interesting. 


The Society’s 


officers hope their readers will find this presentation good reading 
from first to last 


PPOSITE the next page we present some 
graphic studies of the Society’s financial his- 
tory and hopes. After reading the paragraphs 
herewith, we believe that a few moments’ study of 
the graphs will be most rewarding. A comparison is 
made between a typical ten-year period in the re- 
cent past and the actual figures for 1935 and the 
budgets for 19386 and 1937. Final figures for 1936 
were unavailable when the RECORD went to press, 
but we are confident that, in spite of some disap- 
pointments, there will be no deficits carried over to 
embarrass our efforts to realize the budget for 1937. 
The Board of Managers of the Society on Decem- 
ber 3, 1936, approved a total budget of $852,755 for 
1937. This figure was adopted on the recommenda- 
tion of the Budget Committee of the Board and 
with the endorsement of the Advisory Council. 

A difference will appear at once between this total 
budget figure and the total shown on the top bar 
of the graphs giving the figures for 1937. This 
difference is accounted for by the estimated items 


covering the publication and sale of Scriptures in 
the United States, the rise and fall of which are 
dependent upon the promotion of distribution made 
possible by the receipts of the Society from 
churches, individuals, and other sources; and for 
this reason the amounts included for publication 
must be regarded as secondary to the main purpose 
in presenting the budget. 

It will be noticed that during 1936 we have seen 
the gifts from churches and individuals rise above 
that of 1935. We take this, along with other indi- 
cations of growing confidence and enlarging re- 
sources, as a prophecy of still larger returns in 1937. 
To realize this large income, we are confidently ex- 
pecting that our many donors will continue their 
support and will loyally work with us to win new 
friends for the Society. For the last three years 
when income from individuals and churches has 
been, on the whole, about half what it formerly was, 
the Society has leaned heavily upon the budget 
stabilization fund, the result of radical cutting of 
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the budget in 1932 and 1933, and upon the legacy 
and annuity equalization funds. While we continue 
to lean on the last two, the stabilization fund is now 
exhausted, and the $40,000 which was provided 
from this fund in 1935, and the $37,290 estimated 
to be drawn from it in 1936, must be secured by 
increased support from living friends,—old, new, 
and yet to be won. The Society’s realization of this 
urgent need is expressed in the appointment of As- 
sociate Secretary Betts and the realignment of sec- 
retarial responsibilities referred to elsewhere in 
this issue. 

The investments of the Society continue to be 
soundly made, but it is impossible for the returns 
from investments to provide an increase in income; 
for, as is widely known, bond issues are steadily 
being called in and reissued at a lower percentage 
of yield, so that the estimated income from trust 
funds and other funds held as investments is $8,000 
less than estimated for 1936. This difference has 
been compensated by leaning upon the legacy equali- 
zation fund to the extent of an additional $10,000. 

The estimated expenditures for 1987 are allocated 
within the total budget on almost exactly the same 
basis as indicated in the table below. Only very 
small modifications have been found possible. It 
will be noted from the graph that expenditures for 
Administration and for Ways and Means have been 
reduced in substantially the same proportion as the 
total budget, and they have not been permitted to 
encroach upon the field work even under the pres- 
sure of reductions. 


The Society’s committees earnestly hope that the 
experience of 1937 will be so encouraging as to 
justify a considerable increase in the budget for 
1938. There are opportunities of a strategic and 
critical nature in many situations at home and 
abroad which to fail to meet would be to bar the 
way to the advance of the cause of Christ. 


As you study the graphs, your imagination may 
make them come alive. You may in the upper graph 
find yourself among those who will enlarge the 
amount of those gifts that come from individuals; 
you may see your church or denomination moving 
more effectively into its place of support; you may 
see some friend making the Society its beneficiary 
either through a legacy or an annuity gift. 


Into the graph of expenditures there crowd pic- 
tures of overburdened missionaries struggling with 
new languages, that Christ may speak through 
them; scenes in prisons, civilian camps, hospitals, 
among Indians, Negroes, foreign-speaking neigh- 
bors, and churches of all kinds where the Bible is 
longed for and as yet not supplied. You will get 
visions of other nations of men, some pressing 
close upon our borders, some halfway round the 
world, and you will see drawn across them thin, 
winding lines of colporteurs with their souls aflame 
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for Christ and their lips proclaiming his Word and 
offering it in tangible form to the wayfarer. You 
will see the new Bible House in New York and the 
five other Bible Houses across the world where 
men and women give themselves to the many duties 
connected with the translation, production, and the 
distribution of the Word of God for which the world 
hungers and the demand is never met. We ask you 
to let your eyes linger on these charts until you see 
them live. 

To facilitate the comparison of the graphs with 
the figures below, those figures repeated in round 
numbers on the graph are printed in the tables in 
bold type. 


Budget Estimates of Income, 1936 and 1937 


Receipts Budget Budget 
From General Sources 1935 1986 1987 
Gifts by ‘Churches’ 42.24. $96,184 $105,000 $115,000 
Gifts by Individuals .......... 92,536 85,000 112,500 
Gifts of Auxiliary Bible Societies 13,868 12,000 13,000 
Income of Trust Funds and 
other Munds ..s.ae cet or eke 128,284 128,000 120,000 
Legacies applied to Budget .... 120,000 120,000 130,000 
Proceeds of Annuities applied to 
BUCCI eo cys wus. ues tere senene ee 70,000 70,000 70,000 
Net income from the Bible House SOOO ia Seaccsrs: ects eel are 
Income from Miscellaneous 
SOUDCES: fs c--crere cio crete om eters 1,275 1,000 2,000 


Total Current Income 


$525,147 $521,000 $562,500 
From Special Sources 
Applied from Budget Stabiliza- 


OMe Ruy Ane ecto meron eric $40,000 $387,290 ...... 
Gifts for the Blind ........... 1,381 7,500 $7,500 
Income of Funds for the Blind . 2,204 2,500 2,500 
Huston Fund for Plates ....... 11,233 22,005 20,255 

Total: Not including sales .. $585,965 $590,295 $592,755 
Income from Sales (U. S.) 260,775 275,000 260,000 


Total Budgeted Income ...... 


$846,740 $865,295 $852,755 


Budget Estimate of Expenditures—19387 


For translation and revision of Scriptures and the 
plates cof new ‘versions is... «cc seen eee eG iene 
For the distribution of the Scriptures in the United 
States of America, including ten Districts, four Divi- 
sions, and six Depositories, covering expenses of col- 
portage, grants, promotion of distribution, offices, 
and supervision; work for the blind, grants to Army 
andsNavy,, prices belowmcost anictesisieiemie aetna 
For the twelve Foreign Agencies serving thirty coun- 
tries, covering colportage, ‘expenses of other forms of 
distributions, grants of Scriptures, loss on Scriptures 
priced below cost to be within purchasing power of 
the people, printing and purchase of Scriptures, ship- 
ping costs, rent and office expenses; for grants in 
Africa, Hurope, and Micronesia, and the indirect ex- 
pevseroL others torcione worker eer rerte 
For general administration, including secretarial and 
treasury staff, publication of the Recorp and Annual 
Report, safeguarding of securities, pension allow- 
LIN GCES Wi cnr ater ace stb te neder e consterexseeniers eearcestal here cute ie crete 
For cultivation of donors, advertising, publicity, pro- 
motion of Universal Bible Sunday, proportionate 
share of expense of certain denominational benevo- 
lence promotion, and other items related to promo- 
tion and cultivation 


$29,855 


164,434 


242,464 


96,672 


10) eve HOi16) (6:16: 9:10) wife: © @e\18 ee e101 6/8) se) a ce 


a ee $592,755 
For printing and publication in the United States of 


America (kept in balance with sales) 260,000 


$852,755 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INCOME BUDGET 
se 
Total Income in The USA’ Excluding Sales of Scriptures 


CHURCHES INDIVIDUALS AUXILIARIES TRUST FUNDS LEGACIES ANNUITY FUNDS MISCEL 
+ + + INVES TMENTS APPLIED APPLIEO  LANEOUS 
1937 BUDGET ae 3 é : ; 
aL sus, ff $130,000 $70,000 |s33000 
193G6BUDGET 
¢ é 
#590000 $105,000 gasooo |: $128,000 $70,000 | $70,000 
1935 ACTUAL [> 
$586,000 <=. 
$96,000 $92,000 S $128,000 $120,000 $70,000 $66,000 
° 
1920-31 AVERAGE ia ie 
£651,000 


4 ul 
$139.000 £119,000 


Gifts from Living Ronors Other Income 


EXPENDITURE BUDGET 


= 

Anticipated Cxpenditures Excluding Publication T Costs 
FOREIGN DISTRIBUTION HOME TRANSLATION WAY S Treas: GENE RAL 
+ OISTRIBYTION GPLATESY & MEANS 9 “ExPENse 


a00 


= 
Nf 593000 f 293,000 sr4o00 | § Hisso00 Alem 


Hz 01 £79,000 


1936 BUDGET | 
7590000 


$242,000 


OOO£ts 


IOSSACTUAL | 1 of e.] 
£579,000 $165,000 ° #56,000)' 
2 ie} 


$76,000 


0007s 


1921-30 AVERAGE 
667,000 


oIisTRIB- 
UTION 


£ 276,000 £158,000 


oooht Si 


Field Work ~Administration 


Included in the miscellaneous column of the income budget for the ten-year period 
is $39,000 net rentals from the old Bible House. These have been negligible in 1935 and 
in 1936. In 1935 and 1936, however, this figure includes approximately $40,000 each year 
from the stabilization fund created through drastic cuts in expenditure in 1932 and 1933. 


This fund is now exhausted. 


In the expenditure budget the item “Distribution General” $59,000 in the graph of the 
ten-year average is, in the other bars, distributed between ‘Translation and Plates,” “Home 


Distribution,” and ‘‘Foreign Distribution” due to changes of classification in the budget. 
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Nor would you. ... if you knew your future was safely provided for. 


For nearly ninety years the American Bible Society, through its annuity plan, has 
released many hundreds of people from financial anxiety. Twice a year generous pay- 
ments are made promptly on these annuity agreements, which may be secured in sums 
ranging from one hundred dollars upwards. 


And what a satisfaction to know that, when you are gone, your money will help .to 
spread the Word of God. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 
a ee me erm es oes ee re en eee oe a { A 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62C entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Our illustrated booklet 
“A Gift That Inves” 


Name tells you the whole 
La ease story fully and clearly. 
City. State ‘ 
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